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19.2 An Overview of
China’s Geography

Modern China is the third-
largest country in the world,
after Russia and Canada. It
covers about 3.7 million square
miles (9.6 million square kilo-
meters). About 1.2 billion people
live in China, more than in any
other country.

China was much smaller in
ancient times. To understand
Chinese history, it’s helpful to
divide China into two main areas:
Outer China and Inner China.
Most of ancient Chinese history
involves only Inner China. The
two areas did not become one
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In ancient times, areas near water
were the only livable places in the
Taklimakan Desert, one of China's

Northwestern Deserts.

country until the 1600s C.E.
But the geography of both areas affected the early settiement
and history of China.

The Geography of Outer China

Outer China includes the western and northern parts of present-
day China. It is an area of great extremes.

In the southwest, China is bounded by the Himalaya
Mountains. The major geographical region in this area is the
Tibet-Qinghai Plateau. It is the world’s largest plateau. This
region is a bitterly cold place
to live. There are only about
50 days a year without frost.
Snowstorms are common,
even in July.

In the northwest, the major
region is the Northwestern
Deserts. This area includes the
second-lowest place in China.
Called the Turfan Depression,
it is 505 feet below sea level. It
can grow so hot that raindrops
evaporate before reaching the
ground.
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