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Chapter 1 

Cells, Reproduction and Heredity

Chloroplasts - 
organelles, found only in plant cells, in which sugar is 




made during photosynthesis.

Cell wall -
a stiff outer layer that surrounds a plant cell, protects it, and 


gives it its shape.

Nucleus - 
the control center of a cell that directs the cell’s activities.

Chromosomes – 
structures in the nucleus that contain an organism’s 




genetic information and regulate the cell’s activities.

DNA - 
the abbreviation for deoxyribonucleic acid, the chemical that 


provides detailed instructions for cells.

Tissue - 
a group of specialized cells with the same structure and function.

Organ -
a structure that contains at least two types of tissue that work 


together to perform a specific function.

Sexual reproduction -
a type of reproduction in which a sperm cell and 





an egg cell unite to form a single cell.

Genes -
pieces of DNA that carry all the information passed from parents 

to their offspring.
Dominant – 
describes a stronger trait that will show up in an organism 



even if only one factor for it is present.
Recessive – 
describes a weaker trait that will show up in an organism 



only
if no factor for the dominant trait is present.
